
APPENDIX 6 

POTTERY FROM COLLINGWOOD BAY AND NORTHEAST COAST IN THE OFFICIAL COLLECTION FROM BRITISH NEW GUINEA 

  

ELIZABETH BONSHEK 

     

The content of this appendix supplements Chapter 11 and draws together information recorded about the pottery from Collingwood Bay and other areas on 

the northeast coast of British New Guinea from the Ethnology Register (New Guinea) Queensland Museum c.1889-1910; the Register of the “MacGregor” 

Collection of New Guinea Ethnology (MacGregor Register) (Queensland Museum 1915-2001); the Master list (see Davies et al., Appendix 2); and 

annotations to these lists made by Michael Quinell and subsequently by Elizabeth Bonshek. The author’s commentary on the items is presented in columns 

7, 10 and 11.  Columns (8 and 9) include measurements taken by the author and those recorded in the Queensland Museum Vernon database where pots were 

not sighted as part of this research. Names in italics in column 7 are in Ubir language.  

 
(1) (2)  (3)  (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) 

ER 

No 

Current 

Location 

Museum / 

other prefix 

Tra

ns 

No. 

Locality in 

Ethnology 

Register 

(New 

Guinea) c 

1889-1910 

Description in 

Ethnology 

Register (New 

Guinea) c 1889-

1910 

Type or 

Shape using 

standardised 

terms 

Width / 

diameter 

(mm.) at 

mouth 

Depth Style Collingwood Bay –  

possibly contains a 

clan design  

14198 not 

sighted 

no Mac 

number 

T52 no location 

given 

no entry missing in 

1918 

missing in 

1918 

missing in 

1918 

missing in 

1918 

missing in 1918 

12246 PNGNM

AG 

MAC3375 T52 Collingwood brown ware 

water jar - raised 

ornamental 

pattern 

water pot - 

simom  

85 220 "Wanigela" X 



15759  QM MAC5977 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular, 

broken 

no image 212   125 "Wanigela" 

probably 

  

15740  QM MAC3367 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular zig 

zags in 2 bands, 

red and white, 

broken. 

water pot - 

simom 

196 202 "Wanigela" 

yes definitely 

Wanigela 

X 

14514  QM MAC3377 T55 no location 

given 

deep cup 124 138 "Wanigela" X 

19283  QM MAC3389 T74 no location 

given 

incised zigzag 

lines 210 x 200 x 

120 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

211 129.5 Collingwood 

Bay (could be) 

  

14527  QM MAC5243 T55 no location 

given 

160 x 78 - ornate 

with raised lines 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

87 70.8 "Wanigela" X 

15741  QM MAC5980 T60 no location 

given 

oval, broken dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

205 84 "Wanigela" X 

15742  QM MAC5982 T60 no location 

given 

oval bowl 146.5 124 "Wanigela" X 

15745  QM MAC5983 T60 no location 

given 

oval serving bowl 

round - ramo 

175 105.5 "Wanigela" X 

12252  QM MAC6292 T52 Collingwood water basin, 

oblong, round 

bottom 

dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

223 100 "Wanigela" X 



12248  QM MAC7634 T52 Collingwood water basin, 

oblong, round 

bottom 

dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

    "Wanigela" X 

16461  QM MAC5239 T60 Musa River rude, plain cup / bowl 167 94 Musa River   

16263  QM MAC6208 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular 

imperfect 

serving cup - 

wiga / kiriwas 

139.5 94 Musa (?)   

12259  QM MAC5228 T52 Kumusi River half egg shaped 

water basin, 

imperfect 

cup 149 117 Kumusi River   

18743  QM MAC3386 T68 Mambare 

River 

Conical shaped, 

ornamented 

  194 171 Mambare 

River 

  

18742  QM MAC6205 T68 Mambare 

River 

Conical shaped, 

plain 

cup? 100 118 Mambare 

River 

  

18738  QM MAC6209 T68 Mambare 

River 

Conical shaped, 

plain 

cup 146 164 Mambare 

River 

  

12260  QM MAC3380 T52 Collingwood 

Bay 

water bowl - 

round raised and 

incised pattern 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

244.5 127 "Wanigela" X 

14242  QM MAC3382 T52 no location 

given 

repaired pot 297 161 CB agree with 

MQ 

  



14379  QM MAC3390 T55 no location 

given 

round, 210 x 150 

- herring bone, 

incised on belly, 

ribbed chevrons 

round edge. 

cooking pot - 

trade 

239 157 "Wanigela"   

15751  QM MAC3422 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular cooking pot - 

use 

296.5 166 "Wanigela" 

agree with 

MQ 

X 

14197  QM MAC5970 T52 no location 

given 

no entry cup? 149 162 "Wanigela"   

15748  QM MAC5976 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular, 

broken 

dish / bowl 215 115 "Wanigela" X 

16460  QM MAC6204 T60 Musa River submarginal 

ornamentation 

incised, broken 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

217 147.5 Musa River X 

19282  QM MAC3387 T74 no location 

given 

network of 

dentated ridges 

235 x 242 x 113 

dish 240 108 "Wanigela" - 

classic 

X 

18737  QM MAC5236 T68 Mambare 

River 

Conical shaped, 

plain 

  148 202 Mambare 

River 

  



15739  QM MAC3366 T60 no location 

given 

subconical, bands 

of zig zag lines 

cooking pot - 

use/trade - 

large 

208 301.5 "Wanigela"   

15747  QM MAC3383 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular, 

broken 

cooking pot - 

use 

347 260 "Wanigela" X 

15439  QM MAC3402 T60 no location 

given 

short oviform, 

horizontal zig 

zag and raised 

lines - 2 handles 

water pot - 

simom  

231.5 257 "Wanigela" X 

19284  QM MAC3408 T74 no location 

given 

as 19281 [zigzag 

dentated ridges 

265 x 270 x 223 

(repaired). 

cooking pot - 

use 

307 245 "Wanigela" X 

19285  QM MAC3369 T74 no location 

given 

as 19282 lines 

oblique [network 

of dentated 

ridges] 290 x 230 

x 208 

cooking pot - 

use/trade - 

large 

257 317 Could be 

north Oro 

  

19281  QM MAC3417 T74 no location 

given 

zigzag dentated 

ridges 

290x310x222 

(repaired). 

cooking pot - 

use 

246 239.5 "Wanigela" 

yes definitely 

Wanigela style 

(LB) 

X 



15738  QM MAC3359 T60 none subconical, bands 

of zig zag lines 

water pot - 

simom 

    "Wanigela" X 

19280  QM MAC3372 T74 no location 

given 

straight incised 

lines in rhombs 

305x270x220 

(repaired) 

cooking pot - 

use 

255  220 Collingwood 

Bay - Shape of 

pot is CB 

style. 

  

15754  QM MAC3384 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular cooking pot - 

use 

250 144 "Wanigela" X 

15756  QM MAC3391 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular serving bowl 

round - ramo 

117 106 "Wanigela" X 

15749  QM MAC3394 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular, 

broken 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

186  98 "Wanigela" X 

12255  QM MAC3410 T52 Collingwood Water jar, large 

spherical 

cooking pot - 

use 

    "Wanigela" X 

12251  QM MAC5229 T52 Collingwood water basin, 

round, round 

bottom 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

    "Wanigela"   

12254  QM MAC5231 T52 Collingwood water basin, 

round (incised 

pattern) 

serving cup - 

wiga / kiriwas 

    "Wanigela"   



12249  QM MAC5232 T52 Collingwood water basin, 

oblong, round 

bottom 

dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

195 115 "Wanigela" X 

14515  QM MAC5235 T55 no location 

given 

oval dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

190 x 145  118 "Wanigela" X 

15752  QM MAC5242 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular cup / bowl 131  65 "Wanigela" 

definitely 

X 

12247  QM MAC5971 T52 Collingwood water basin, 

angular at each 

end of rounded 

bottom. 

dish - looks 

like a string 

bag 

    "Wanigela" X 

14380  QM MAC5972 T55 no location 

given 

round 240 x 110 

bars chevrons 

and herring bone 

mixed round 

sides and edges. 

dish 240  90 could be CB, 

or north of 

  

12253  QM MAC5975 T52 Collingwood water basin, 

oblong, round 

bottom 

dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

170 95 "Wanigela" X 

15743  QM MAC5978 T60 no location 

given 

oval dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

162 x 67  92 "Wanigela" X 



15746  QM MAC5979 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular, 

tripartite handle 

cup 131  129 "Wanigela"   

15744  QM MAC5981 T60 no location 

given 

oval dish serving - 

rectangular -  

sewaf 

188 x 125   90 "Wanigela" X 

15750  QM MAC6206 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular serving bowl 

round - ramo 

211  99 "Wanigela" X 

14512  QM MAC6227 T55 no location 

given 

round, 168 x 87 

incised herring 

bone round rim 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

168  87 could be CB, 

north of 

  

15755  QM MAC6228 T60 no location 

given 

subglobular serving bowl 

round - ramo 

196  115 "Wanigela" X 

14511  QM MAC6229 T55 no location 

given 

round 240 x 102, 

incised chevron 

band on edge, 

chevrons of 

incised triplets 

below it. 

dish 240  102 "Wanigela"   



14418  QM MAC6230 T52 no location 

given 

127 x 81 as last 

[small round 

bowl 130 x 7, 

rude, plain, edge 

slightly nicked]. 

cup 127  81 Musa? 
 

16462  QM MAC5233 T60 Musa River submarginal 

pattern incised 

cup or small 

bowl, based on 

size 

110  105 Musa River   

16459  QM MAC5969 T60 Musa River submarginal 

ornamentation in 

high relief 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

235 66 Musa River   

16463  QM MAC5984 T60 Musa River rude, plain cup 120  90 Musa River    

14417  QM MAC5230 T55 no location 

given 

small round bowl 

130 x 7, rude, 

plain, edge 

slightly nicked. 

cup 130 47 could be Oro, 

because clay 

is same dark 

colour, and 

edge might 

have applied 

wavy design 

  

12258  QM MAC7633 T52 Kumusi River half egg shaped 

water basin 

cooking pot 170  135 Kumusi River   

18740  QM MAC3392 T68 Mambare 

River 

Conical shaped, 

plain 

cooking pot 170 130 Ambassi style, 

(Tuckson and 

May) 

  



18736  QM MAC3397 T68 Mambare 

River 

Conical shaped   340  270 Mambare 

River 

  

18744  QM MAC5238 T68 Mambare 

River 

Dome shaped, 

ornamented 

  190 90 more like a 

Massim 

wooden bowl, 

not pointy like 

Mambare/ 

Kumusi pots 

  

16260  QM MAC6207 T60 Mambare R conical rudely 

incised edges 

  195 134 Mambare 

River 

  

11682  QM MAC3401 T47 no location 

given 

Earthenware 

bowl 

serving bowl 

round - ramo 

110 150 Popondetta? 

(May and 

Tuckson). 

  

 
MAA   z9191        cooking pot - 

use 

330  150 "Wanigela" X 

 
MAA  z9192       bowl   120 "Wanigela" X 

 
MAA  z9194           180 "Wanigela"   

 


